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Find A Grave # 7367737   
  

Name: Boyce, William Henry 

  b. Pepper’s near Laurel DE 
 
Birth date:   November 28,  1855     Death date: February 6, 1942   Burial Date: February 9, 1942  Age:  87 
  
Spouse: Emma Estelle Valliant Boyce (1857-1918); m. October 25, 1882 
 
Children: Valliant Boyce (1883-1883); James Insley Boyce (1888-1930) 
 
Parents: James H. Boyce  and Sarah J. “Sally” Otwell Boyce  
 
Siblings: Daniel H. Boyce (1850-1920);  Sarah Martha Houston (1868-1953); Mrs. O. W. Short 
 
Residence:  Dover, DE 
 
Cause of death/Burial/Obituary: see next page 
 
Service/occupation information: Educator, Attorney, Judge, State Representative 
 
Officiate: Rev. Paul A. Kellogg and Rev. Benjamin F. Thompson, both rectors of Christ Church 
 
Lot Owner:  William H. Boyce Lot 63 A,B,C,D,E and Lot 64 A-J Boyce Endowment Fund $1000 
 
Inscription: 

William H. Boyce 
Born Pepper’s near Laurel, Delaware 

son of 
James H. and Sarah Otwell Boyce 

husband of 
Emma E. Valliant born Oxford, Maryland 

Daughter of William H. and Mary Guest Valliant 
father of 

Valliant and James I. Boyce 
Born Georgetown, Delaware 

Footstone: 
William H. Boyce 
    1855  -  1942 

 
DIMENSIONS:  Footstone: H 9” x W 22” x D 10” 
         Monument: H 46” x W 66” x D 27”  
 
STYLE:  footstone and family 
monument (Lot 64) 
 
Repairs needed: cleaned 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Inventory date:    March 28, 2020     Recorder: Ellen Richardson 
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U.S. Congressman. Educated at Laurel Academy, he was a teacher and a principal of the public schools in Sussex 
County, Delaware, (1875-81). He was a recorder of deeds for Sussex County, (1881-86), studied law, was 

admitted to the bar in 1887 and practiced law in Georgetown, Delaware. He was president of the board of 

education, (1883-86), Captain of Company G, in the Delaware National Guard, (1887-90) and president of the 
town commissioners, (1895-97). He was also Delaware Secretary of State, in 1897, associate judge of the 
Delaware Supreme Court, (1897-1921) and ex officio judicial reporter, (1909-21). In 1923, he was elected as a 

Democrat to the Sixty-eighth Congress, serving until 1925. After leaving 
Congress, he resumed the practice of law until his retirement from active 
practice in 1936. 

Bio by: John "J-Cat" Griffith 
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