
Christ Episcopal Church Cemetery Inventory  Lot Number:    30       Space:   H 

State and Water Streets, Dover DE 19903  
 
Find A Grave # 11906045   
  

Name: Gibson, Rev. Lewis William 
   b. Wellsboro, PA 
 
Birth date:   July 12, 1835, Wellsboro, PA       Death date:  June 7, 1894, Dover, DE      Burial Date:  June 11, 1894   
Age:  59 
   
Spouse: Mary Donnel Gibson (1838-1914) 
 
Children: Charles Donnel Gibson (1863-1914); Emmeline Barton Gibson (1865-1865), Lucy Gibson (1867-1949); 
Alice Gibson (1869-1954); Mary (Polly) Gibson (1871-1927); Amelia Donnel Gibson (1873-1890); John Hinman 
Gibson (1877-1935) 
 
Parents:  Dr. Otis L. Gibson (1807-1863) ad Emmeline Barton Parsons Gibson (1804-1865) 
 
Siblings: Infant Gibson; Lucy Parsons Gibson Colton (1838-1921); Otis W. 
Gibson (1840-1896); Ada S. Gibson (b. abt. 1870) 
 
Residence:  Dover, DE 
 
Cause of death/Burial/Obituary: Heart failure; see next page 
 
Service/occupation information: Rector of this Parish, 1873 – 1894 and St. 
Paul’s Chapel, Camden, DE 
 
Officiate: H. Ashton Henry 
 
Lot Owner:  Rev. Lewis W. Gibson 
 
Marker: shared with spouse 
 
Inscription: 

Lewis William Gibson 
Priest 

and from 1873 to 1894 
Rector of this Parish 
Born July 12, 1835 
Died June 7, 1894 

Mary Donnell 
Wife of Lewis W. Gibson 

Born Nov. 22, 1838  -  Died April 30, 1914 
 
DIMENSIONS: H 70” x W 37” x D 25” at base 
 
STYLE:  headstone  - Celtic cross 
 
Repairs needed: Top inscription faded; previous repairs have been made to 
broken cross; Cleaned summer 2020 
 
Inventory date:    July 9, 2020,     Recorder: Nancy Quinn Revised: June 20, 
2022 Cynthia E. De Bellis 
  



From Parsons Family: Descendants of        Lot 30 H p.2 
Cornet Joseph Parsons, Springfield ..., Volume 
1, page 306, 324 By Henry Parsons, Google 
Books,  
https://books.google.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Journal of the Proceedings of the 106th Annual Convention of the Protestant in the Diocese of Delaware held 
in St. Philips Church, Laurel, Wednesday, June 1st, 1892. Volume 106, Appendix, page 55, Google Books, 
https://books.google.com/1 
  

 
1 St. Paul’s in Camden, Kent, Dover started as a mission in 1868 meeting in various places.  In 1873, The Rev. Lewis 
William Gibson was in charge of this mission.  In 1876, St. Paul’s mission became St. Paul’s Chapel, still under the 
supervision of Rev. Gibson and all Convention reports for St. Paul’s Chapel were included with the reports for 
Christ Episcopal Church.  In 1892, the land with St. Paul’s Chapel was donated to the Trustees of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Delaware by Rev. and Mrs. Lewis William Gibson.  St. Paul’s Chapel continued under the rector of Christ 
Church Dover – Rev. William Lewis Gibson until his death in 1894 and then his successor, The Rev. George M. 
Bond.  Sometime around 1906, St. Paul’s Chapel became St. Paul’s Church and still was associated with Christ 
Church Dover.  Around 1908, reports were separate from St. Paul’s Chapel (Church and Christ Church Dover.  
Rector, Rev. Henry B. Olmstead was the Rector of Christ Church Dove and Priest in Charge for St. Paul’s Chapel, an 
organized mission. 
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From Journal of the Proceedings of the 109th Annual Convention of the Protestant in the Diocese of Delaware held 
in St. Peter’s Church, Lewes, Wednesday, June 5th, 1895. Volumes 107-111, page 20, Google Books, 
https://books.google.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Journal of the Proceedings of the 107th Annual Convention of the Protestant in the Diocese of Delaware held 
in St. Andrew’s Church, Wilmington, Wednesday and Thursday, June 7th and 8th, A.D. 893. Volumes 107-111, page 
28, Google Books, https://books.google.com/ 
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From Journal of the Proceedings of the 110th Annual Convention of the Protestant in the Diocese of Delaware held 
in Immanuel Church, New Castle, June 3d and 8th, 1896. Volumes 107-111, page 17, Google Books, 
https://books.google.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Obituary retrieved from Find A Grave, July 12, 2020  
 

The Morning News, Tuesday, June 5, 1894 
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The News Journal, Wilmington, DE Tuesday, June 12, 1894           The Morning News, Wilmington, DE, Wednesday June 13, 
1894 
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Delaware Gazette and State Journal, Wilmington, DE, Thursday, June 14, 1894   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Middletown Transcript , DE, Saturday, June 16, 1894  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
As recorded in the Conventions of the Diocese of 
Delaware from 1873 to 1893, Rev. Lewis William Gibson 
was highly respected by his clergy peers.  During the 20 
years in Delaware, he served as the President of the 
Standing Committee, an Examining Chaplain, and 
numerous other committees. 
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The News Journal, Wilmington, DE, June 16, 1894 
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Smyrna Times, Smyrna DE, Wednesday, April 26, 1894 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
From newspapers.com, retrieved by Ellen Richardson on August 11, 2023 
This article describes the problems that upset Rev. Gibson and may have contributed to his death. 
 
 
 
Smyrna Times, Smyrna, DE, Wednesday, June 13, 1894 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


