Christ Episcopal Church Cemetery Inventory Lot Number: 30  Space: H
State and Water Streets, Dover DE 19903

Find A Grave# 11906045

Name: Gibson, Rev. Lewis William
b. Wellsboro, PA

Birth date: July 12, 1835, Wellsboro, PA Death date: June 7, 1894, Dover, DE  Burial Date: June 11, 1894
Age: 59

Spouse: Mary Donnel Gibson (1838-1914)

Children: Charles Donnel Gibson (1863-1914); Emmeline Barton Gibson (1865-1865), Lucy Gibson (1867-1949);
Alice Gibson (1869-1954); Mary (Polly) Gibson (1871-1927); Amelia Donnel Gibson (1873-1890); John Hinman
Gibson (1877-1935)

Parents: Dr. Otis L. Gibson (1807-1863) ad Emmeline Barton Parsons Gibson (1804-1865)

Siblings: Infant Gibson; Lucy Parsons Gibson Colton (1838-1921); Otis W.
Gibson (1840-1896); Ada S. Gibson (b. abt. 1870)

Residence: Dover, DE
Cause of death/Burial/Obituary: Heart failure; see next page

Service/occupation information: Rector of this Parish, 1873 — 1894 and St.
Paul’s Chapel, Camden, DE

Officiate: H. Ashton Henry
Lot Owner: Rev. Lewis W. Gibson
Marker: shared with spouse

Inscription:
Lewis William Gibson
Priest
and from 1873 to 1894
Rector of this Parish
Born July 12, 1835
Died June 7, 1894
Mary Donnell
Wife of Lewis W. Gibson
Born Nov. 22, 1838 - Died April 30, 1914

DIMENSIONS: H 70” x W 37” x D 25” at base
STYLE: headstone - Celtic cross

Repairs needed: Top inscription faded; previous repairs have been made to
broken cross; Cleaned summer 2020

Inventory date: July 9, 2020, Recorder: Nancy Quinn Revised: June 20,
2022 Cynthia E. De Bellis




From Parsons Family: Descendants of Lot 30 H p.2
Cornet Joseph Parsons, Springfield ..., Volume
1, page 306, 324 By Henry Parsons, Google
Books,

https://books.google.com/

324 Rev. Lewis WiLLiaM® GissoN (Emeline B.* Parsons,
Capt. Luke,* Samuel,* William,* Capt. John,* Joseph'), b. July 12,
1835, at Wellshoro, Pa.; graduated from Yale College, 1854:
General Theological Seminary, N. Y. City; was a Protestant Epis-
copal clergyman; d. June 7, 1894, at Dover, Del. He m. at Sun-
bury, Pa., Nov. 11, 1862, Mary, b. 1838, dau. of Hon. Charles
Gobin and Amelia (Hegins) Donnel, of Sunbury, Pa. He was
Chaplain of the Delaware State Senate, also candidate for Bishop
in the Protestant Episcopal Church. His widow and children re-
side in Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa.

CHILDREN OF REv. LEwis W." AND Mary (DoNNEL) GiBson:
i Charles Donnel®* Gibson, b. Aug. 29, 1863; Union Col-
lege ; member of the Signia Phi Fraternity; m. Min-
nie Gay, who died childless.
ii Emmeline Barton® Gibson, b. and d. Mar. 20, 1865.
iii  Lucy® Gibson, b. Apr. 9, 1867; a teacher in Norwalk,
Conn.
iv  Alice® Gibson, b. Mar. 19, 1869.
v Mary®* Gibson, b. Mar. 19, 1871.
vi Amelia Donnel* Gibson, b. Sept. 30, 1873; d. Apr. 6,
18g0.
vii  John Hinman® Gibson, b. Aug. 31, 1877; m. Miss Cook;
has one child; lives in Philadelphia, Pa.

From Journal of the Proceedings of the 106t Annual Convention of the Protestant in the Diocese of Delaware held
in St. Philips Church, Laurel, Wednesday, June 15% 1892. Volume 106, Appendix, page 55, Google Books,
https://books.google.com/?

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE PROTESTANT
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE DIOCESE
OF DELAWARE.

The Corporation respectfully reports to the Convention that dur-
ing the past year there have been the following additions to the trusts
confided to its care. '

1. There has been added to the fund known as ‘* Holy Trinity
(Old Swedes) Church Permanent Fund™ the sum of fifteen hundred
dollars (£1500), in securities assigned to the Corporation for that fund,
by the Vestry of Trinity Church.

2. By deed, dated January 27th, 1892, and duly recorded, the
Rev. Lewis W. Gibson and wife conveyed to the Corporation a lot
of land in Camden, Kent County, on which is erected St. Paul's
Chapel, the title thereto having been previously held by Mr, Gibson.
The conveyance is in the form adopted by the Corporation for the
conveyance of land for missionary stations,

1St. Paul’s in Camden, Kent, Dover started as a mission in 1868 meeting in various places. In 1873, The Rev. Lewis
William Gibson was in charge of this mission. In 1876, St. Paul’s mission became St. Paul’s Chapel, still under the
supervision of Rev. Gibson and all Convention reports for St. Paul’s Chapel were included with the reports for
Christ Episcopal Church. In 1892, the land with St. Paul’s Chapel was donated to the Trustees of the Episcopal
Diocese of Delaware by Rev. and Mrs. Lewis William Gibson. St. Paul’s Chapel continued under the rector of Christ
Church Dover — Rev. William Lewis Gibson until his death in 1894 and then his successor, The Rev. George M.
Bond. Sometime around 1906, St. Paul’s Chapel became St. Paul’s Church and still was associated with Christ
Church Dover. Around 1908, reports were separate from St. Paul’s Chapel (Church and Christ Church Dover.
Rector, Rev. Henry B. Olmstead was the Rector of Christ Church Dove and Priest in Charge for St. Paul’s Chapel, an
organized mission.
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From Journal of the Proceedings of the 109t Annual Convention of the Protestant in the Diocese of Delaware held
in St. Peter’s Church, Lewes, Wednesday, June 5t 1895. Volumes 107-111, page 20, Google Books,
https://books.google.com/

Within our own clerical ranks, we have been called upon to
part with a priest who was amongst our best known and most
highly esteemed labourers. While we were in session at our last
Convention, we learned how dangerous his illness was, and
almost immediately afterwards he died. I allude to the Rev.
Lewis William Gibson, for more than twenty vears rector of Dover.
He and I were fellow students at the General Theological Sem-
inary, and in 150 I was ordained Deacon with him—we being
the only ones presented at that time—in St. James' Church,
Philadelphia. I thus had an early opportunity of becoming
acquainted with the ability and zeal and self-consecration
which throughout his ministerial life made for him a high place in
the admiration and affection of all who knew him. His devojion
to the interests of his parish and diocese was marked and appre-
ciated, and we all felt that the gap caused by his removal was
one that could not easily be filled.

From Journal of the Proceedings of the 107t Annual Convention of the Protestant in the Diocese of Delaware held
in St. Andrew’s Church, Wilmington, Wednesday and Thursday, June 7t and 8th, A.D. 893. Volumes 107-111, page
28, Google Books, https://books.google.com/

While speaking of one loss to New Castle, I am reminded
of another—in the recent departure thence of the rector, the
Rev. P. B. Lightner. By his removal to Colorado, Delaware is de-
prived of the co-operation of one, who in many ways, had
signally proved his deep regard for its welfare. He has, I am
sure, carried with him to his new field of labor our hearty good-
will and grateful remembrances. We shall also miss not a little
the presence and cooperation of one who has been for more
than twenty years the diligent rector of Dover, the Rev. Lewis W,
Gibson, to whose labors in various directions, I feel that the dio-
cese is largely indebted. We learn with sincere regret of his
serious illness, and pray that God may graciously relieve and
comfort him.
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From Journal of the Proceedings of the 110t Annual Convention of the Protestant in the Diocese of Delaware held

in Immanuel Church, New Castle, June 3d and 8™, 1896. Volumes 107-111, page 17, Google Books,
https://books.google.com/

A bell of beautiful tone has been acquired by St. Mary’'s
Memorial Chapel, Bridgeville. A handsome oak altar and reredos
have been presented to St. Mark’s Church, Millsboro, in memory
of Mr. Thomas Burton. In St. Paul’s Chape , Camden, a beauti-
ful stained-glass window has been placed in memory of its late
pastor, the Rev. Lewis W. Gibson. A very neat clergy-stall has
been given to Trinity Church, Clayton, by the zealous members of
the Junior Guild, and St. Andrew’s Church, Ellis Grove, has
been repainted, and a new carpet has been purchased.

Obituary retrieved from Find A Grave, July 12, 2020

—Rev. [owis W. .Gibson, a nauve of The Morning News, Tuesday, June 5, 1894
this borongh, died last Thursday at his : :
homé a- Dover, Delaware. He was the
eldest | son of the late Dr. O. L. Gibson,
once the leading physician here. ILewis’
was graduated at Yale College and be-
came an Episcopal minister. He preach-
ed in Philadelphia and Sunbury, and, for
a nnmber of years he had been pastor of
§ Church at Dover. He was about 38 Gibson, Lewis W.
ears of age.
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The News Journal, Wilmington, DE Tuesday, June 12,
1894

News Journal, Wlimingian DE Tues. 6:12-1894
DOVER,

Funeral of the Rev. L. W, Gibson--Ad-
dress Hefore the Scott Literary Society.
Special Correspondence of Every Evenicg.
DovER, June 12.—The funeral of the
Rev. Lewis W. Gibson was largely at-
tended yesterday. The visiting clergy-
men who assisted in the services were
the Revs. H. Ashton Henry and H. D.
Speakman, Wilmington; J. Leighton
MceKizam, Miiford; G. . Bartlett,

Christiana; Joseph Beers, Middletown; |

george W. Gassner, Delaware City;
Eugene Griggs, Laudrel. The funeral

was conducted in the old English stvle.

J08
I'he casket was of plain polished oak,
bevel lid with a massive cross. The body
was clothed in the full Episcopal robe.
The pall-bearers were the vestrymen of
the church, as follows: Thomas W.
Wilsoa, Edward Ridgely, Harry T.
sohnson, W. G. Simmons, T. Coke
Chambers and Heary Riggely, Jr. The
remains were iaterred in Christ P, E,
cemetery, where one daughter is buried.
The Rev. Luther T. Townsend, pastor
of ‘Mt. Vernon Place M. E. Church,
Baltimore, made an address before the
Scott Literary Society in the Academy
Hall last eveniag.

— — - -
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1894 The Morning News, Wilmington, DE, Wednesday June 13,
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Delaware Gazette and State Journal, Wilmington, DE, Thursday, June 14, 1894
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Delaware Gazettte and State Journal, Thurs 6-14-1894
———
REV, L. W, GIBSON DEAD,

Death Soon Followed His Resignation of
the Reotorship of Christ ¥, E, Church,
Dover.

SpecinlOorresvondence of Gazette and Journal
Doven, June 8.—The Rev, Lewis W,

Gibson died at bis home on South State

streot, last evening, aged 67 years. Mr.

Gibson had been ill ever since the Epis-

copal church trouble, which culminated

in his resignation as rector, last Satur-
dn{ evening.

le leaves a wife, three daughtors and
two sons, He had been rector of Christ

P, E. Church for 22 years.

Mr, Gibson was born in Sunbury, Pa,,
and has acted as chaplain of the Senate
of this State scveral terms. He was
also an active member of the board of
school commissioners of this town for
several years,

Funeral was held at Dover on Mon-
day afternoon at 2 o'clock, Iuterment
in the P, E. ccmetery.

_— - —a,———

[ TONPVN PROTRDRORL FOWORN TR JUN W1 PSS

As recorded in the Conventions of the Diocese of

Delaware from 1873 to 1893, Rev. Lewis William Gibson
was highly respected by his clergy peers. During the 20

years in Delaware, he served as the President of the
Standing Committee, an Examining Chaplain, and
numerous other committees.

Middletown Transcript, DE, Saturday, June 16, 1894
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Middletown Transcript, Sat. June 16, 1894

REV. L. W. GIBSON.

The Death of Rector of the P. E.
Church at Dover.

The Rev. Lewis W. Gibson who has been
rector of Christ's P. E. Church, of Dover
for over twenty years died last week of
heart failure and nervous prostration, in
his 60th year of age.

The funeral which was held Monday
was largely attended. The visiting clergy-
men who assisted in the services were Revs.
H. Ashton Henry and H. D. Speakman,
Wilmington; J. L. McKim, Milford; G. W,

B Bartlett, Christiana; Joseph Beers, Middle-

town; George S. Gassner, Delaware City,
and Eugene Griggs Laurel. -
His wife, three daughtors and two sons

survice him
The interment was at Christ's P. E,

Cemetery.




Lot30Hp. 7

The News Journal, Wilmington, DE, June 16, 1894
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TRIBUTE OF RESPECT 1

A Minute of the Late Rev. L. W. Gibson
Fresented to the Clerical Brotherhood,
The committee appointed by the

clergy who were present upon the occa-

sion of the funeral of the Rev. Lewis

W. Gibson at Christ Church, Dover,

submitted the following minute to the |/

meeting of the Clerical Brotherhood, |
which met at Bishopstead on October |’

Oth; being the first meeting since the |’

death of the Rev. Lewis W. Gibson. ‘

MINUTE.

In the death of the Rev. lLewis W.
Gibson, for 22 years a presbyter of this
diocese, we feel it to be our K:sivil to|'
piace on record our sense of his faithful,
earnest aud loving service to the parish of
which during all that time he was rector;
and also the various interests of the church
in the diocese at large.

As a minister ol Christ he exemplified
in a high degree that pattern of the minis-
terial otfice which St. Paul describes *in-
stant 1 season and out of season;” he
watched in all things., endured atiliction,
did the work of an evangclist made full
prool of his ministry.

A faithful and wise servant he gave to
each of his Master's flock his meat 1n due
season. In much patience, in atHictions,
in distress ofttimes in extreme bodily
wedriness and pain his ministrations were
coustant and devoted among his people.

*Christ and Him erucitied” was preached
by him withy deep and fervent earuestness,
and countless words of Christian sy mpa-
thy, advice and consolation are treasured
up in the hearts of those to whom he
ministered in trouble, sorrow, need, sick-
ness or any other adversity.

He was ever most affable, kind and
courteous in his intercourse with the
brethren of the clergy.

He wus a man of faith, of earnest piety,
of devoted self-sacrifice, of guiet, unob-
trusive manuer, Lo do bis duly to God and
to man seemred to be his single aim and
wish.

s. And now that he has eatered the rest of

Paradise we {eel that the memory of his
teaching and the example of his goodiy
life will live on, still helping to direct and
form character, and it will only be in the
brighter light of the eternal day that we
shall see more cleariy. How true, how
loving, how deep, broad and abiding has
been the untiring work of our late beloved |
brother.

We desire to express the deep sorrow
and the sense of loss which we feel in his
removal and our sincere sympatbhy with
his afilicted family. % e

Cuarres E. Murgay,
News J. .l,l LEIGHTON l.\h Ky,
7 A « Asarox Hexny,
10-16-1894 Committee,

M. B. Duxsvar, Secretary Clerical Brotuer-
h\k‘(l.

WirMmingroy, DeL., Oct. 9, 1804,




Smyrna Times, Smyrna DE, Wednesday, April 26, 1894

From newspapers.com, retrieved by Ellen Richardson on August 11, 2023
This article describes the problems that upset Rev. Gibson and may have contributed to his death.
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The Rev. Lewis W, Gibson, rector of
Cheien DRl Diover: hos Bessived &
unanimous call to the rectorship of

Christ Church, Delaware City.

Smyrna Times, Smyma DE, Wed. April 26, 1893

Smyrna Times, Smyrna, DE, Wednesday, June 13, 1894

—— a.c

Morning Ivews.

Tue REv. LEwis W, GiesoN DEAD.
—Since the trouble in the Dover Epis-
copal church, about 18 months ago,and
the withdrawal of several members
owing to the objection of the rector,
the Rev. L. W. Gibson, to receive for
the purchase of a church carpet mone
raised at a dance at the Hotel Richard-
son, Mr. Gibson has been rapidly fail-
ing in health. About a month ago he
left town for a time, under the advice
of his physicians, Last week he re-
turned to his home but without having
received any apparent benefit from the
trip. At the regular meeting of the
vestry, Saturday week a letter from
Mr. Gibson was received resigning the
rectorship of Christ Church. He died
at his home on South State street
Thursday, aged 57 years. He leaves a
wife, three daughters and two sons.
He had been rector of Christ P. E.
Church for 22 years. Mr. Gibson was
born in Sunbury, Pa., and bas acted as
chaplain of the Senate of this State sev-
eral terms. He was also an active
member of the board of school com-
missioners of that town for several
years. The funeral took place Mon-
day afternoon at 2 o'clock. Interment
in the P. E. cemetery, at Dover.

Smyrna Times, Smym:?EE. Wp-d. June 13, 1894 H




