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State and Water Streets, Dover DE 19903  
 
Find A Grave # 11905269   
  

Name: Downes, Edwin Hall 
 
Birth date:  October 15, 1897   Death date:  August 3, 1976   Burial Date:  August 6, 1976    Age:  78 
    b. Dover DE 
 
Spouses: Catherine "Kitty" Phelps (1897-1930) m. Nov. 4, 1922 in Manhattan NY (ancestry.com); Marion Elizabeth 
Weaver Downes (Dec, 18, 1899-April 9, 1930) (buried in Wildwood Cemetery, Williamsport PA, (Find A Grave 
#163398538)  and Hazel Isabel Klein Downes (1902-1986), m. 1932, Brooke, West Virginia; possible marriage to 
Catherine “Kitty” Phelps (1897-1962)  
 
Children: Dr. E. Hall Downes Jr., b. abt. 1934 
 
Parents: Samuel E. Downes (1864-  ) and Mary Elizabeth Perry Downes (1863-  )  
 
Siblings: Oliver E. Downes (or Lee O. in 1900 census (1889-  );  
 
Residence:  Dover, DE 
 
Cause of death/Burial/Obituary: 
 
Service/occupation information; Navy, June 7 1916, graduated from US naval Academy 1919;  WW I; Navy Ensign 
WWII, USS Kansas; see next page 
 
Officiate: Rev. Paul A Kellogg 
 
Lot Owner:  E. Hall Downs, purchased Aug. 30, 1950/ Perpetual Care $125 received Aug. 28, 1950 
 
Marker shared with third spouse 
 
Inscription: 

Edwin Hall Downes 
1897  -  1976 

Educator 
Hazel Kline Downes 

1902  -  1986 
 

DIMENSIONS: H  3” x  W 74” x D 33”  
  
STYLE:  ledger 
 
Repairs: cleaned summer 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inventory date:    March 2, 2020     Recorder: Ellen Richardson 
 
 



           Lot 65 E1 p.2 
Retrieved from ancestry.com, September 9, 2020                      The Miami Herald, Sunday August 8, 1976 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
           Lot 65 E1 p.3 
 
 
Retrieved from Find A Grave.com on February 2, 2023 
 
August 5, 1976 
 

Edwin Hall Downes, an educator in Delaware who also was a commander of the United States 

Naval Training Station in Hampton, Va., in World War II, where training was provided for black 
naval officers, died Tuesday in Dover, Del. He was 78 years old. 

 

Mr. Downes graduated in 1919 from the Naval Academy. He was a teacher and principal and 

superintendent of schools in Selbyville and Dover. 

 

After World War II he served as dean of faculty of the Peruvian Naval Academy. After retiring as a 
Navy commander, Mr. Downes joined the International Petroleum Company, an affiliate of the 

Standard Oil Company, New Jersey, in charge of its training department in Peru. He also handled 

similar jobs in Central America and the Caribbean. 

 

He later operated his own consulting group, Downes Associates Inc. Mr. Downes, an expert bridge 

player, was the author of a series of books on contract bridge. During the Depression, he gave 
bridge lessons in Pittsburgh department stores. 

 

He was the first chairman of the board of trustees of Delaware Technical and Community College 

and helped to found the institution in Dover. 

 
He is survived by his wife, the former Hazel Kline; a son, Dr. Edwin Hall Downes Jr., and a 

granddaughter. 

 

Obituary of Hall Downes, son of Edwin and Hazel, 2017 


